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 Clean the windows and mirrors with rubbing alcohol for a streak free finish. 

 Confused about jump starting a car? The red cable a ttaches to the positive (+) 
end of the live battery and the positive (-) end of  the dead battery. The black 
cable attaches to the negative (-) end of the live battery and the negative (-) 
end of the dead battery. After the car is started -  remove the cables in the 
reverse order. � 

 To fill small holes in your radiator, pour 1 tsp of  black pepper in it. 

 As soon as you notice a chip in your windshield, fi ll it with clear nail polish 
to prevent it from cracking and spider webbing all over your windshield. 

 Remove sap from your car with vegetable oil. 

 Before going on a long car trip, spray the grill wi th vegetable oil spray to 
prevent all the bugs from sticking to it. 

 Place a fabric softener sheet in your car as an air  freshener. 

 You can also place a stick up air freshener in your  car for a nice scent. 

 Buy an inexpensive shower curtain to keep in your t runk to use as a tarp if you 
need to work on the car on the side of the road. 

 If you have dents in your velour upholstery, steam the fabric with an iron (but 
don't touch the fabric with the iron) and brush the  velour in the right 
direction. 

 Use reflective tape if any of your turn signal or b reak bulbs burn out (but buy 
the replacement bulb as soon as possible.) 

 To prevent the interior windows from getting a glaz e on them, wash all the vinyl 
(dash, ceiling, etc.) with a mixture of 1 oz dish d etergent and 2 quarts warm 
water. Dry with rags or air dry (1-2 hours). 

 Keep a bag with a change of clothes (appropriate fo r the season), shoes, gloves, 
flashlight, blankets, etc. to use if you are ever s tranded on the road. 
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 To kill wasps and hornets, use a mason jar with a l id and put 3 holes in the lid 

big enough for bees to climb in - but not too big s o they can come out. Fill the 
jars 3/4 way with pop/soda (try bright colored soda s). They will climb in, but 
can't get out and will drown.  You may also find th e red ants and earwigs like 
these too!  

 To deter flies, hang fresh sprigs of lavender or mi nt.  

 To keep ants away put either flour, coffee grounds or pepper in cement cracks.  

 Put a fabric softener sheet through your belt loop to keep mosquitoes away from 
you.  

 For a nontoxic ant spray to kill ants, mix 3 tbsp. of peppermint Castile soap in 
16 oz of water. Put in a spray bottle and spray on ants.  

 Don't have any wasp spray? Spray wasps and bees and  hornets with cooking oil 
spray. It immobilizes them and they eventually die.  

 It is said that if you rub baby oil on your exposes  skin like lotion - you won't 
get bit by mosquitoes.  

 To keep weevils out of your dry food, place a bay l eaf in each container.  

 If you want to keep animals from digging in your tr ash bags or cans, sprinkle 
one of the following (or all) around where you keep  your trash: vinegar, Epsom 
salt, pepper.  

 To deter meal worms getting in your dry pasta, plac e some spearmint gum or a 
spearmint herb near the pasta.  

 A small plate filled with corn oil will attract ear  wigs.  

 Put vapor rub on to repel insects.   
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 To make your cleaning easier, buy a bucket or suppl y container and store all 

your cleaning products in those. Then you can just take the container from 
room to room. 

 To clean a steam iron, put a 1:1 ratio of water and  vinegar in the iron and 
place on steam and stand in an upright position. Al low to steam for about 5 
or 10 minutes. Unplug the iron and let it cool. Aft er it has cooled, pour out 
the water. 

 To make scratches on wood less apparent, dab with a  mixture of instant coffee 
and water. 

 To clean grime out of a teapot, boil vinegar and wa ter in the pot, then wipe 
away build up. 

 When using your grill, spray the racks beforehand w ith vegetable oil spray. 
It will be easier to scrape off cooked on food if y ou do this first. 

 To keep the black cover of your grill shiny black, spray vegetable oil on it 
while the lid is warm. 

 To polish tile, use a polish made specifically for fiberglass. 

 Before you clean your bathroom walls, steam the bat hroom to soften the mildew 
and other build up on the walls. 

 Once a week pour 1 cup of vinegar down your kitchen  sink drain to keep it 
smelling fresh. Allow it to sit for 15-30 minutes a nd then follow with hot 
water.  

 Clean kitchen appliance that have black covers and doors with rubbing 
alcohol.  

 Add 1/2 cup of white vinegar to your laundry's rins e cycle to keep fabric 
colors sharp and it also acts as a fabric softener.  

 You can clean the inside and outside of you refrige rator with car wax. 

 To remove stains on your hands from fruit, rub your  hands with white vinegar. 

 Use coal to absorb odors in closets, bathrooms, cab inets, etc. 
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 Use mineral oil to clean fiberglass shower doors 

 After you defrost your freezer, spray the inside wi th vegetable cooking oil, 
so the next time you have to get the chunks of ice out, they will come right 
off. 

 If you're having problems getting soap scum off sho wer doors, try rubbing a 
new dryer sheet over them. 

 To prevent rust rings from forming in your bathroom  cabinets, you can line 
the shelves with shelf liner or you can apply clear  nail polish to the bottom 
of bottles and containers. 

 Use ketchup to clean copper. 

 Clean your toilets with borax and lemon juice. 

 If you want your tile shiny in your shower, clean t he tiles then polish with 
a no wax furniture polish. 

 Clean surfaces with 1 gallon of water and 1 capful of fabric softener. 

 To clean your kitchen floors, use a mixture of 1/4 cup of liquid laundry 
detergent and 1 gallon of water. There is no need t o rinse if using this 
method. 

 Put felt dots under your refrigerator (under the le gs) for easy moving. 

 To clean your sinks and tubs, use one of the follow ing: shampoo, shower gel 
or liquid soap. For tough build up, use baking soda  as a soft abrasive that 
won't scratch. 

 To get rid of mineral deposits that are in your sho wer heads - put 1/4 cup 
vinegar in a plastic bag and tie the bag around the  shower head. Let it sit 
for a couple hours and remove bag. 

 Clean tough spots in your tub with white, paste too thpaste. 

 For easy clean up for grease stains on your counter tops or fabric, sprinkle 
with cornstarch to absorb the grease. Wipe the corn starch off with a clean 
rag then rinse with soapy water. 
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 For a good dishwasher cleaning, run Tang® through t he cycle without any 
dishes. Tang has citric acid and is good for cleani ng 

 To clean ceiling fans, use furniture polish. 

 To clean your computer monitors, take a used dryer sheet and dip it in 
rubbing alcohol (this makes it non-static). 

 For an all purpose, non-abrasive cleaner, use liqui d dish detergent and 
water. 

 Clean white grout with white toothpaste (paste not gel). 

 Clean chrome with tin foil (roll up in a ball and r ub on surface), or with 
dry flour. 

 To remove sap from your car or body, use vegetable oil. 

 To clean a stainless steel cooking pot, boil 3 cups  of tomato juice in it 
(with a lid on to avoid splattering). 

 Clean outdoor, plastic furniture with car wax. 

 Remove crayon marks off the wall with white, paste,  toothpaste or baking soda 
and water. 

 If you get blood on fabric, while the blood is stil l fresh, you can sprinkle 
salt on it to absorb the blood, then wash in the ho ttest water you can with 
soap and water. You may have to do this step a coup le of times. 

 To clean grout, use 1 part bleach to 4 parts water.  Make sure the room is 
well ventilated. 

 To remove stains around the collar on shirts, use s hampoo. Use the hottest 
water you can. 

 Use a no wax furniture polish for shoe polish (for patent leather shoes). 

 To clean store bought fruit and vegetables (with sk ins), fill sink with warm 
water and put 3-4 drops of Castile soap in the wate r. Wash and make sure to 
rinse thoroughly. 
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 Clean you tarnished silver with white, paste, tooth paste. It might take some 
time, but it works 

 To clean your carpets you can use plain oil shaving  cream. Spray on the floor 
and allow to sit for a little bit. Vacuum up. Do a spot test in a corner to 
see if it will change the color of your carpet. 

 To clean silk flowers you can either take them outs ide and use a hairdryer to 
blow the dust off, or you can place the stems in la rge bag with uncooked rice 
and salt. Shake the bag around for a while making s ure the rice and salt 
cover each flower. 

 When cleaning china, fill sink with warm water and 1 cup of white vinegar. 
Dip the china into the water mixture and allow to a ir dry. 

 To dust small, small areas and small objects, use a  blush brush or a paint 
brush of the same size. For even smaller areas, use  a small craft paint brush 
(about the size of a cotton swab). 

 If you are doing laundry and don't want the colors to run, dip each piece of 
clothing in full strength vinegar before washing. 

 When you have to clean chandelier, use 1 part water , 2 parts rubbing alcohol 
and coat chandelier. To avoid a huge mess, lie a ta rp or shower curtain liner 
underneath it or hang an umbrella upside under it ( off the chandelier) to 
catch everything that drips. 

 If your carpet tends to hang onto pet hair even aft er you vacuum, spray a 1:3 
ratio of fabric softener and water over your carpet  (just mist it, don't get 
it too wet). Let it sit for about 5 minutes, then v acuum. The pet hair will 
come up much easier (test on small area with darker  carpet). 

 Clean lampshades with a new fabric softener sheet. It will attract all the 
dust and particles off of it. 

 To clean the brushes you use on your animals: remov e as much hair as 
possible, first and then soak in a mixture of water  and shampoo, water and 
baking soda, or water and liquid Castile soap. Rins e in hot water and hair 
conditioner. 
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 To sterilize barrettes, brushes, combs, etc. soak t hem in vinegar and water. 

 For carpet spots and stains, try using white vinega r, liquid laundry 
detergent and water. Scrub as many times as needed.  

 To clean a cotton string mop, soak the mop in bleac h and HOT water. After it 
has soaked for a while, rinse it with water and 1 c ap of fabric softener. To 
dry, stand the mop with the head up and the strings  hanging down. If you have 
warm weather, put it outside to dry completely (to avoid mildew). 

 If your freezer is starting to smell, place lemon w edges in it. 

 Hate the smell of musty things? Trunks, dressers, b oxes, etc.? Put some fresh 
coffee grounds in the item and leave it for about a  week. If it's possible to 
have it closed tightly, that will help it work bett er. 

 Another good way to keep trunks and dressers smelli ng good is by taking a 
fresh orange and sticking whole cloves in it (pokin g the sharp point into the 
skin). The orange/clove smell will last for years. 

 To clean wood baseboards, use a no wax furniture po lish. 

 To keep maintenance on your sink drains, pour 1/2 c up of baking soda down and 
follow with 1 cup of vinegar. Let it stand for abou t 15 minutes and flush 
with hot water. Do this at least once a month to ke ep drains clear. 

 To clean the microwave, heat a bowl filled with 1 c up of water and 1/2 cup of 
vinegar until boiling. Carefully remove bowl keepin g a way from face so hot 
water doesn't splatter on you. The hardened food an d sauces, etc. should be 
loosened and easier to clean. Do a final wipe down with a vinegar and water 
mixture to deodorize the microwave. 

 Use white vinegar to clean wooden cutting boards. 

 To clean bottles and vases, fill with 1/4 cup vineg ar and about 2 tbsp. of 
uncooked rice. Shake and swirl the rice around to c lean the inside. Pour out 
and rinse when done. 

 If your hand cleaner is too drying, try using liqui d castile soap, diluted in 
a pump bottle. Add baby oil or olive oil to dispens er for moisturizing. 

 To remove garlic smell from your hands when cooking , rub with cool, used 
coffee grounds, or full strength vinegar. 
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 To clean a shower curtain liner, place in the washi ng machine with 2 old 
towels and use 1 1/2 cups of bleach and 1/4 cup of laundry detergent. Wash in 
warm water. Remove and hang out to dry immediately.   
 

 Pick up broken glass with a piece of soft bread. 

 Clean your cheese grater with paste, toothpaste. 

 Polish wood furniture with a mixture of 1 part lemo n juice and 2 parts olive 
oil. Shake well before using. 

 Sweep your area rugs with a broom to help pick the nap up and help restore 
some sheen to it.  
 

 To clean crystal fill sink with warm water and add 1-2 cups white vinegar. 
Dip and air dry. 
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 To preserve your children's drawing, school papers,  art work, etc. laminate 
them and after doing that you can even use them as place mats for your 
children.  

 Use a hanging shoe bag for storing sewing and craft  supplies (buttons, beads, 
thread, glitter, etc.)  

 Something fun for the kids - make an ice cream sand wich by placing a scoop of 
softened ice cream between two cookies or two graha m crackers.  

 Have your kids paint pictures in the snow. Fill an old soap bottle or syrup 
bottle with water and food coloring so they can see  what they are drawing or 
writing.  

 Make stilts the old fashioned way - using coffee ca ns and rope.  

 Make cake cones....Using a flat bottom ice cream co ne, pour cupcake batter in 
cones and bake. After baking, add frosting and deco rate with sprinkles.  

 Make luminaries out of tin cans (soup cans). Fill t he can with ice and 
freeze. When frozen, take out and punch holes in a design or words into the 
can (using a hammer and nail). To use, fill the bot tom of the tin with sand 
and place a votive inside. When the candle is gone,  discard sand and put new 
sand in.  

 For 'temporary' hair dye you can use kool-aid powde r. Make a thick paste with 
the water and kool-aid and apply to hair. Let it si t for around 5 minutes, 
then rinse out. To get out of hair, shampoo hair. I t may require two 
shampoos.  

 To make white face make-up for costumes, make a mix ture of 2 tbsp. cornstarch 
and 1 tbsp. white vegetable shortening. To have dif ferent colors - add drops 
of food coloring to mixture.  

 

 
 ��������������������� ���  

�



��������	�
�����	���
��
��������
����	���

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������� ������

 Make rainbow, jumbo crayons. Take different colors of crayons and remove 
paper. Place them in an old muffin tin (one you don 't use for cooking food), 
but DO NOT use paper cups. Bake at 400 degrees for about 10-15 minutes. After 
they are completely cooled, pop them out of the muf fin tins. These are good 
party favors.  

 Make 3D drawings by drawing a picture or writing so mething on paper and 
tracing it with glue. After it is completely dry yo u can place blank paper on 
top and trace with crayons. You can also teach your  children shapes and 
letters by having them feel the traced work with th eir eyes closed.  

 Want a frosty looking window during the holidays? P our Epsom salt into a 
container of stale beer until it can hold no more s alt. Mix well and using a 
sponge, wipe onto windows for desired effect.  

 Make rock art. Collect the rocks you want to use an d wash them off with the 
hose. If you do it in the sink, you may get sand an d pebbles in the drain and 
it will ruin your disposal. After washing rocks, pl ace them on a baking 
sheet. Turn the oven to 250 degrees and leave them in for an hour. Remove 
from oven and with an oven mitt or towel, place sto nes on paper, place mat, 
paper plate, etc. Without touching the stones with your hands, use the 
crayons to begin drawing. The crayons will begin to  melt from the heat making 
it easy to draw. Allow to dry.  

 Can't find popsicle molds? Use mini paper/plastic c ups and popsicle sticks or 
plastic spoons for the handle.  

 Make a drawing on construction paper with crayons. Mix equal parts of Epsom 
salt and boiling  water. Using a paint brush, brush the salt and wat er mixture 
over the construction paper to give it a crystal ef fect.  

 Don't like pin cushions? Take a saucer or bowl and glue magnets on the bottom 
of them. Use this as the pin holder - they will be easier to get then from a 
pin cushion.  

 To teach your kids who their relatives are, make a photo placemat by making a 
collage on an 11" x 17" piece of paper of all your family members and 
animals. Laminate this and have it out for them and  even let them use it as a 
place mat at the table.  
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 Don't have any cupboard space for your pots and pan s? Install a rod in 

your kitchen and hang them from large 'S' hooks (yo u can find these at 
hardware stores).  

 You can use old shutters (cleaned and painted) to f ile papers and 
magazines.  

 Want a frosty looking window during the holidays? P our Epsom salt into a 
container of stale beer until it can hold no more s alt. Mix well and using 
a sponge, wipe onto windows for desired effect.  

 To keep your flower stems fresh, drop an aspirin in  the vase. You can also 
add a teaspoon of vinegar and a teaspoon of sugar.  

 Having company over and want to hide your huge, uns ightly entertainment 
center? Don't want your guest drawn to the couch to  watch TV all night? 
Place a room divider screen in front of the enterta inment center (or 
wherever the TV is) as part of the room decor.  

 Don't like your material on your couches or chairs and can't afford slip 
covers. Purchase the material you want and make a l arge square (enough to 
cover from the floor in the front to the floor in t he back and on both 
sides). Drape over couch or chair and tuck into cus hions for a quick make 
- over.  

 Have dried or silk flowers just sitting in a vase. Place old buttons in 
the bottom of the vase for an added touch. You can also use marbles, sand, 
rocks, etc.  

 Don't like looking at plain old tacks? Take the fla t tacks and glue them 
on to glass stones, or a marble with super glue. Al low to sit overnight to 
make sure it is completely dry and stuck. Now you h ave decorative tacks.  

 Buy an decorative serving dish with sides and fill with sand. Place small, 
skinny taper candles in them, making them different  heights and use for a 
centerpiece.  

 Use an old shelf bracket (a sturdy one) to keep a w indow open.  

 Put cooking oil in a glass bottle and add a pour sp out. It is less messy 
and looks nicer than the plastic bottles.  
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 Use old tins or mason jars in the kitchen to hold u tensils and serving 
utensils.  

 Use an old ladder to hang quilts (make sure there a ren't bugs or earwigs 
living in your ladder). You can also buy a new wood en ladder and paint it.  

 Make a stool out of an old suitcase. Just attach le gs to the bottom. This 
also makes for extra storage space.   
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 Before shredding cheese in a food processor, spray with vegetable oil to stop 
the cheese from sticking to everything.  

 To clean store bought fruit and vegetables (with sk ins), fill sink with warm 
water and put 3-4 drops of Castile soap in the wate r. Wash and make sure to 
rinse thoroughly.  
 

 Can't find popsicle molds? Use mini paper / plastic  cups and popsicle sticks 
or plastic spoons for the handle.  

 When putting cookie dough on the cooking sheet, dip  the spoon in milk so the 
dough will slide right off.  

 For an old fashioned syrup, combine maple syrup and  powdered sugar together 
to desired consistency.  

 Another quick frosting is combining sweetened conde nsed milk with cocoa 
powder until desired consistency.  

 Make an ice cream sandwich by placing ice cream in between graham crackers, 
or make mini sandwiches by using store bought or ho me made cookies.  

 Use a turkey baster when making pancakes to get eve n size pancakes.  

 Marinate your meat (chicken, beef) with vinegar - o vernight - for tender 
meat. You can also use tomato juice, wine, beer.  

 Make your own butter by pouring room-temperature he avy whipping cream into a 
glass mason jar with a tight fitting lid. Shake the  jar until the butter is 
one big lump. Drain off the liquid and store in a T upperware container. Use 
quickly.  

 Put cooking oil in a glass bottle and add a pour sp out. It is less messy and 
looks nicer than the plastic bottles.  

 When you have to measure sticky things like butter,  honey, etc. - coat the 
measuring cup in oil.  
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 Use a heated ceramic tile as a 'bun warmer'.  

 Clean your coffee grinder with a soft piece of brea d. It will grab up excess 
oil and other food left behind from your previous g rindings.  

 When boiling corn on the cob, add a little sugar to  bring out the sweetness 
in the corn.  

 A slice of fresh bread, or sliced apples will softe n brown sugar that has 
become hard.  

 Spray your plastic food containers with vegetable s pray before storing tomato 
based products. This should eliminate most stains.  

 To keep the cut ends of cakes soft and fresh, put a  fresh piece of bread 
against it (using toothpicks).  

 Put your dishwashing soap into a glass bottle and a dd a pour spout. This will 
look much nicer than the plastic bottle sitting out  on the sink all the time.  

 To keep your whip cream fluffy, add a little confec tioner's sugar.  

 After cutting fruits and vegetables (apples, banana 's, etc.) - to keep them 
from browning, mist them with lemon juice.  

 When using a recipe that requires eggs, remove eggs  1/2 hour before using for 
better results.  

 Instead of peeling potatoes, scrub with a vegetable  scrubber to remove dirt. 
The skin is the healthiest part of the potato anywa y.  

 Make cake cones....Using a flat bottom ice cream co ne, pour cupcake batter in 
cones and bake. After baking, add frosting and deco rate with sprinkles.  

 Store your garlic cloves in a jar of olive oil.  

 Add egg yolks to your dog’s food to give them a shi ny coat.  
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 Rub oil on your cheese grater before using so chees e won't stick.  

 Want to make sure your eggs are fresh? They will si nk in water and their 
shells are dull and slightly rough.  

 When frosting a double layer cake, to prevent the f rosting from slipping off 
the cake, dust with cornstarch before frosting.  

 To slice a cake without any mess, use a long piece of dental floss, pulled 
tight.  

 If you want moister cake batter, add 1 tsp white vi negar.  

 Want to frost your cake without frosting getting al l over the plate or 
serving platter? Cut wax paper into triangles and p lace under the cake 
covering the plate. After you are done frosting, pu ll out the wax paper.  

 To prevent your cooking oil from coating the outsid e of the container with 
oil after you pour, wrap a terry cloth hair scrunch ie around the top, below 
the lid. This will absorb the excess oil that usual ly runs down the bottle.  

 To make water boil faster, sprinkle salt in it.  

 Add some oil when boiling pasta so the noodles won' t stick together.  

������������������
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 ���������������������
 �
�
 �
� ���



��������	�
�����	���
��
��������
����	���

�������
�������������������������� �
 

 Store Christmas ornaments in wine boxes (you can ge t them from liquor 
stores). Wrap with tissue first, then put in the in dividual slots.  

 To make white face make-up for costumes, make a mix ture of 2 tbsp. cornstarch 
and 1 tbsp. white vegetable shortening. To have dif ferent colors - add drops 
of food coloring to mixture.  

 For 'temporary' hair dye you can use kool-aid powde r. Make a thick paste with 
the water and kool-aid and apply to hair. Let it si t for around 5 minutes, 
then rinse out. To get out of hair, shampoo hair. I t may require two 
washings.  

 Want a frosty looking window during the holidays? P our Epsom salt into a 
container of stale beer until it can hold no more s alt. Mix well and using a 
sponge, wipe onto windows for desired effect. 

 Put snowflakes on your windows during the holidays?  Mix equal parts paint and 
liquid dish soap. Mix well, paint on windows. To re move, wipe with paper 
towel.  
 

 Do your kids want to paint trees and snowflakes on your windows during the 
holidays? Mix equal parts paint and liquid dish soa p. Mix well, paint on 
windows. To remove, wipe with paper towel.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 �������������� ������������ ��� ���



��������	�
�����	���
��
��������
����	���

�	�	����������������������������� �
 

 Not into jewelry boxes? Store your jewelry in vellu m envelopes (card size) 
and store in a plastic shoe box or a photo storage box (the size of a shoe 
box).  

 When traveling, to avoid your necklaces getting kno ts, string them through 
a straw and tape the ends to the straw.  

 You can clean most jewelry with vinegar (avoid clea ning costume jewelry 
with vinegar).  

 Clean diamonds and other stones by soaking them in dry club soda or by 
soaking them in alka-seltzer. (Use 1-2 tablets and allow them to soak for 
about 2 minutes).  
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 Kids not old enough to read? Color-code the speed d ial on your phone. For 
them to use the speed dial, place a chart near the phone that has the 
color of each speed dial and a picture of who the s peed dial calls.  

 To teach your kids who their relatives are, make a photo place mat by 
making a collage on an 11" x 17" piece of paper of all your family members 
and animals. Laminate this and have it out for them  and even let them use 
it as a place mat at the table.  

 Something fun for the kids - make an ice cream sand wich by placing a scoop 
of softened ice cream between two cookies or two gr aham crackers.  

 For 'temporary' hair dye you can use kool-aid powde r. Make a thick paste 
with the water and kool-aid and apply to hair. Let it sit for around 5 
minutes, then rinse out. To get out of hair, shampo o hair. It may require 
two shampoos.  

 Make rainbow, jumbo crayons. Take different colors of crayons and remove 
paper. Place them in an old muffin tin (one you don 't use for cooking 
food), but DO NOT use paper cups. Bake at 400 degre es for about 10-15 
minutes. After they are completely cooled, pop them  out of the muffin 
tins. These are good party favors.  

 Make a drawing on construction paper with crayons. Mix equal parts of 
Epsom salt and boiling  water. Using a paint brush, brush the salt and 
water mixture over the construction paper to give i t a crystal effect.  

 Make 3D drawings by drawing a picture or writing so mething on paper and 
tracing it with glue. After it is completely dry yo u can place blank paper 
on top and trace with crayons. You can also teach y our children shapes and 
letters by having them feel the traced work with th eir eyes closed.  

 To make white face make-up for costumes, make a mix ture of 2 tbsp. 
cornstarch and 1 tbsp. white vegetable shortening. To have different 
colors - add drops of food coloring to mixture.  

 To preserve your children's drawing, school papers,  art work, etc. 
laminate them and after doing that you can even use  them as place mats for 
your children.  
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 Have your kids paint pictures in the snow. Fill an old soap bottle or 
syrup bottle with water and food coloring so they c an see what they are 
drawing or writing.  

 Make cake cones....Using a flat bottom ice cream co ne, pour cupcake batter 
in cones and bake. After baking, add frosting and d ecorate with sprinkles.  

 Make rock art. Collect the rocks you want to use an d wash them off with 
the hose. If you do it in the sink, you may get san d and pebbles in the 
drain and it will ruin your disposal. After washing  rocks, place them on a 
baking sheet. Turn the oven to 250 degrees and leav e them in for an hour. 
Remove from oven and with an oven mitt or towel, pl ace stones on paper, 
place mat, paper plate, etc. Without touching the s tones with your hands, 
use the crayons to begin drawing. The crayons will begin to melt from the 
heat making it easy to draw. Allow to dry.  

 Can't find popsicle molds? Use mini paper/plastic c ups and popsicle sticks 
or plastic spoons for the handle.  

 Make stilts the old fashioned way - using coffee ca ns and rope.  
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 Don't have any cupboard space for your pots and pan s? Install a rod in 
your kitchen and hang them from large 'S' hooks (yo u can find these at 
hardware stores).  

 Put cooking oil in a glass bottle and add a pour sp out. It is less messy 
and looks nicer than the plastic bottles.  

 When storing china, place tissue paper or Kleenex b etween each plate.  

 To store celery and lettuce, clean and wrap back up  in aluminum foil. It 
will last longer this way.  

 To clean grime out of a teapot, boil vinegar and wa ter in the pot, then 
wipe away build up.  

 Once a week pour 1 cup of vinegar down your kitchen  sink drain to keep it 
smelling fresh. Allow it to sit for 15-30 minutes a nd then follow with hot 
water.  

 Clean kitchen appliance that have black covers and doors with rubbing 
alcohol.  

 You can clean the inside and outside of you refrige rator with car wax.  

 To remove stains on your hands from fruit, rub your  hands with white 
vinegar.  

 After you defrost your freezer, spray the inside wi th vegetable cooking 
oil, so the next time you have to get the chunks of  ice out, they will 
come right off.  

 Use ketchup to clean copper.  

 To clean your kitchen floors, use a mixture of 1/4 cup of liquid laundry 
detergent and 1 gallon of water. There is no need t o rinse if using this 
method.  

 Put felt dots under your refrigerator (under the le gs) for easy moving.  
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 To clean your sinks, use one of the following: sham poo, shower gel or 
liquid soap. For tough build up, use baking soda as  a soft abrasive that 
won't scratch.  

 For easy clean up for grease stains on your counter tops, sprinkle with 
cornstarch to absorb the grease. Wipe the cornstarc h off with a clean rag 
then rinse with soapy water.  

 For a good dishwasher cleaning, run Tang ® through the cycle without any 
dishes. Tang has citric acid and is good for cleani ng.  

 For an all purpose, non-abrasive cleaner, use liqui d dish detergent and 
water.  

 Clean chrome with tin foil (roll up in a ball and r ub on surface), or with 
dry flour.  

 To clean a stainless steel cooking pot, boil 3 cups  of tomato juice in it 
(with a lid on to avoid splattering).  

 Remove crayon marks off the wall with white, paste,  toothpaste or baking 
soda and water.  

 To clean store bought fruit and vegetables (with sk ins), fill sink with 
warm water and put 3-4 drops of Castile soap in the  water. Wash and make 
sure to rinse thoroughly.  

 Clean you tarnished silver with white, paste, tooth paste. It might take 
some time, but it works.  

 When cleaning china, fill sink with warm water and 1 cup of white vinegar. 
Dip the china into the water mixture and allow to a ir dry.  

 If your freezer is starting to smell, place lemon w edges in it.  

 To keep maintenance on your sink drains, pour 1/2 c up of baking soda down 
and follow with 1 cup of vinegar. Let it stand for about 15 minutes and 
flush with hot water. Do this at least once a month  to keep drains clear.  
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 To clean the microwave, heat a bowl filled with 1 c up of water and 1/2 cup 
of vinegar until boiling. Carefully remove bowl kee ping a way from face so 
hot water doesn't splatter on you. The hardened foo d and sauces, etc. 
should be loosened and easier to clean. Do a final wipe down with a 
vinegar and water mixture to deodorize the microwav e.  

 Use white vinegar to clean wooden cutting boards.  

 To remove garlic smell from your hands when cooking , rub with cool, used 
coffee grounds, or full strength vinegar.  

 To clean crystal fill sink with warm water and add 1-2 cups white vinegar. 
Dip and air dry.  

 Clean your cheese grater with paste, toothpaste.  

 Before shredding cheese in a food processor, spray with vegetable oil to 
stop the cheese from sticking to everything.  

 Can't find popsicle molds? Use mini paper / plastic  cups and popsicle 
sticks or plastic spoons for the handle.  

 When putting cookie dough on the cooking sheet, dip  the spoon in milk so 
the dough will slide right off.  

 When you have to measure sticky things like butter,  honey, etc. - coat the 
measuring cup in oil.  

 Use a heated ceramic tile as a 'bun warmer'.  

 Spray your plastic food containers with vegetable s pray before storing 
tomato based products. This should eliminate most s tains.  

 Put your dishwashing soap into a glass bottle and a dd a pour spout. This 
will look much nicer than the plastic bottle sittin g out on the sink all 
the time.  

 Rub oil on your cheese grater before using so chees e won't stick.  
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 Wrap and store your silver in acid free tissue pape r.  

 If you have glass stacked in one another and they b ecome stuck, let 
cooking oil or baby oil run in between the two glas ses and slowly twist 
the glasses to get the oil spread - and gently pull  apart to avoid the 
glasses shattering.  
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 If you don't have any dryer sheets or fabric soften er, use an old washcloth and 

place a quarter size amount of hair conditioner on it. Fold in half and press 
and place in the dryer with wet clothes.  

 To clean a steam iron, put a 1:1 ratio of water and  vinegar in the iron and 
place on steam and stand in an upright position. Al low to steam for about 5 or 
10 minutes. Unplug the iron and let it cool. After it has cooled, pour out the 
water.  

 If you get blood on fabric, while the blood is stil l fresh, you can sprinkle 
salt on it to absorb the blood, then wash in the ho ttest water you can with soap 
and water. You may have to do this step a couple of  times.  

 If you are doing laundry and don't want the colors to run, dip each piece of 
clothing in full strength vinegar before washing.  
 

 To disinfect your washing machine, add 1/2 -1 cup o f Listerine to the wash 
cycle. (Run without clothes in it).  

 To remove collar stains, rub shampoo into the colla r and wash, or rub white 
chalk on the stain (on white shirts only, obviously ).  

 Dab deodorant stains with a mixture of 1part vinega r and 4 parts water). Allow 
to sit for about 10 minutes and wash.  

 After washing blankets and quilts to store away, wr ap them in acid free tissue 
paper (found at art stores) or wrap them in unbleac hed muslin.  

 Use white vinegar in place of bleach when doing lau ndry.  

 Add 1 cup of salt to laundry to help keep colors br ight.  

 To hand sweaters on the clothes line without stretc hing it, run a pair of nylons 
through the arms of the sweater (one leg per arm) a nd the opening of the nylons 
through the neck. Using the clothes pins, pin the n ylons up instead of the 
sweater.  
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 Instead of hanging your shirts by clothes pins, put  them on hangers and hang on 
the clothes line.  

 Keep the top of your washing machine and dryer clea n by washing it with water 
and shampoo (removes the grease that may form).  

 Fold your socks over once when folding them instead  of rolling them together. 
Rolling them causes the elastic to stretch and the socks won't last as long.  

 When folding dress pants to hang on a hanger, fold just right below the knees so 
the line isn't as apparent.  

 Do your clothes with straps keep falling off the ha nger? If it's a regular 
plastic hanger, put clothes pins next to the strap so they don't slip. If it's a 
covered hanger, pin safety pins on the top (each si de) and place the straps next 
to them so they won't slip off.  

 Washing whites in hot will keep them white longer.  

 Washing colors in cold will keep the colors truer l onger.  

 If you need to get the wrinkles out of clothing, pu t the piece of clothing in 
the dryer with a damp towel and let it run for a co uple minutes.  
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 Using a grass seed or fertilizer spreader - apply p owder laundry detergent to 
you yard and water immediately. Do this about every  2-3 weeks for thick, green 
grass.  

 You can spray straight ammonia (high in nitrogen) o n your lawn for thick, green 
grass - and water immediately. Keep ammonia away fr om children.  

 Other items you can make mixtures of together and s pread on your lawn are: Epsom 
salts (dissolve in water and spray on lawn), Lister ine and liquid Castile soap.  

 Mix used coffee grounds into your soil before plant ing flowers or vegetables.  

 Mix cat litter or oil absorbing pellets (found at a uto parts stores) into your 
soil to help retain water in the soil.  

 Place salt and vinegar in cracks to kill unwanted g rass and weeds.  

 To secure small tomato plants, cut the bottom out o f a small plastic cup (or 
Dixie cup) and place it around the plant when plant ing it in soil.  

 Mix in shredded black and white newspaper into your  soil to prepare it for 
planting vegetables.  

 You can also mix in saw dust (wood shavings) from w ood that hasn't been stained 
or painted into soil.  

 To store your garden tools, year round, fill a cont ainer with sand (leaving 
about an inch at the top). Pour approximately 1/4 c up of motor oil into sand and 
mix until the sand is moist. Store tools in the san d to prevent them from 
rusting. Make sure you wipe the oil off of them bef ore using.  

 When planting flowers, prepare the soil and leave s ome off for topping. Lay 
pieces of newspaper flat over the soil and poke hol es to place the flowers in 
the soil. Cover the newspaper with the remaining di rt.   
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 If you have absolutely nothing to put in a box for packing material, you can 
always use real popcorn. Just pop enough to fill th e box for shipping. Just make 
sure you make it the old fashioned way and that you  don't use microwave popcorn. 
Microwave popcorn would obviously cause a huge mess  (greasy and salty).  

 Don't like pin cushions? Take a saucer or bowl and glue magnets on the bottom of 
them. Use this as the pin holder - they will be eas ier to get then from a pin 
cushion.  

 Don't like looking at plain old tacks? Take the fla t tacks and glue them on to 
glass stones or a marble with super glue. Allow to sit overnight to make sure it 
is completely dry and stuck. Now you have decorativ e tacks.  

 Put cooking oil in a glass bottle and add a pour sp out. It is less messy and 
looks nicer than the plastic bottles.  

 To dry glass bottles or containers that have small openings, roll up paper 
towel, tightly and place in the jar, stopping at ab out 1 1/2" from the bottom. 
The paper towel will act as a wick to pull the mois ture off the bottle.  

 Don't have any cupboard space for your pots and pan s? Install a rod in your 
kitchen and hang them from large 'S' hooks (you can  find these at hardware 
stores).  

 Preserve paper and newspapers with this mixture: 2 tbsp. milk of magnesia and 1 
quart of dry club soda. Blend together and keep in refrigerator overnight. Put 
into a cake pan (or any pan big enough with sides).  Place the papers you want to 
preserve in the mixture and let it sit for an hour.  Gently remove the papers and 
BLOT them dry with paper towel (both sides). Lay fl at to dry. * * * Do a test 
piece first to make sure you like the finished resu lts.  

 When shoveling snow, first rub vegetable shortening  on the top and bottom of 
your shovel to prevent the snow from sticking.  
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 To remove a band-aid with out the pain, put oil or hair conditioner on the band-
aid and let it soak in for a couple minutes, then p ull off.  

 When you burn your tongue, put sugar on it to take the sting away.  

 Drink 2 tbsp. of olive oil to help a soar throat. ( It isn't as easy as it 
sounds!)   
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 When painting around windows, instead of taping the m off, apply wet strips of 

newspaper in place of the tape. If you let them dry  before removing, dampen them 
with a sponge so they come off easier.  

 If you find your paint brushes are getting stiff af ter multiple uses, place the 
bristles in straight fabric softener for a few hour s. Rinse out and soak again. 
Rinse thoroughly after the final soaking.  

 To keep the shape of your paintbrushes, wrap them ( while they are wet from 
cleaning) in newspaper. Fold the paper to shape the  bristles and allow to dry. 
Do this after each cleaning.  

 To remove oil based paint from skin, use vegetable oil.  

 This is for wallpaper - add drops of food coloring to the paste so you can see 
how much you have applied on the wall and where you  stopped.  

 A good wallpaper remover is 1/3 fabric softener to 2/3 WARM water.  

 Try making milk paint - a form that has been used f or a long time. Mix 1 quart 
water with 1 (9.6 oz) box of nonfat powdered milk. Heat until the mixtures 
thickens and add tinting (you can purchase universa l tinting color for latex 
paint).  

 When painting from an aluminum gallon can, attach w ire across the top (with lid 
off) from each side of the handle. Use the wire to wipe excess paint off the 
brush. This will eliminate the mess of the paint st aying in the lip of the can.  

 To make a non-skid surface on concrete: mix a small  amount of store bought sand 
with the paint and paint the concrete.  

 To keep touch-up paint, store in a nail polish bott le and don't forget to label 
it.  
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 If your carpet tends to hang onto pet hair even aft er you vacuum, spray a 1:3 

ratio of fabric softener and water over your carpet  (just mist it, don't get it 
too wet). Let it sit for about 5 minutes, then vacu um. The pet hair will come up 
much easier.  

 To clean the brushes you use on your animals: remov e as much hair as possible, 
first, then soak in a mixture of water and shampoo,  water and baking soda, or 
water and liquid Castile soap. Rinse in hot water a nd hair conditioner.  

 If they like to sit on the couch, but tend to leave  behind a lot of hair, buy a 
white towel and put in where they usually lay. This  is easy to shake off and 
throw in the laundry every week.  

 Clean dog’s ears with a mixture of vinegar and wate r. This will kill bacteria or 
little bugs that may be in there.  

 When washing your dogs and cats, don't get there fa ces wet by pouring water on 
them. The water will most likely get in their ears and cause problems. Wash 
their faces with a warm wash cloth.  

 Clean all their toys (stuffed animals) periodically  by putting them in a mesh 
laundry bag or a pillow case and running them throu gh the wash cycle using HOT 
water.  

 Wash all other toys in hot water and vinegar. Allow  to sit for about 30 minutes. 
Rinse well.  

 ALWAYS change your pet’s water daily. If they use i t often throughout the day, 
and you are home, you should change it 3-4 times a day. Dirt, fur, dust, food 
and other particles tend to build up in their water .  

 You should only wash your pet once a month or every  2 months. If you do it more 
often, they will lose their natural oils that keep their skin and fur healthy.  

 Sprinkle baking soda in your cat litter to help wit h the odor.  
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 For a plant polish, use milk or water and castile s oap mixed together (can put 
in a spray bottle).  

 To kill plant pests, put a whole clove of garlic in  the pot at the base of the 
plant. This usually deters them.  

 To kill insects on your houseplants, spray them (th e insects) with a mixture of 
rubbing alcohol and water (1:1 ratio). Do not use o n food plants, ferns or 
leaves that are fuzzy/hairy.  
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 Store all your wrapping paper and other wrapping su pplies in a large trash can 
on wheels. Get one tall enough so you can keep the lid on it.  

 Store you children's sports items in a large trash can on wheels (bats, balls, 
helmets, etc).  

 Store Christmas ornaments in wine boxes (you can ge t them from liquor stores). 
Wrap with tissue first, then put in the individual slots.  

 Use a muffin tin to organize little items such as p aper clips, tacks, rubber 
bands, stamps, etc.  

 To store sewing and craft supplies, use an over the  door shoe holder. You will 
have plenty of small compartments and it won't take  up any table room.  

 When storing china, place tissue paper or Kleenex b etween each plate.  

 Use old flour bags as a laundry bag, to store toys,  to hold plastic bags...  

 To store your garden tools, year round, fill a cont ainer with sand (leaving 
about an inch at the top). Pour approximately 1/4 c up of motor oil into sand and 
mix until the sand is moist. Store tools in the san d to prevent them from 
rusting. Make sure you wipe the oil off of them bef ore using.  

 Store smaller items in your linen closet (first aid  items, empty containers, 
nail polish, hair accessories, etc.) in plastic sho e boxes, or tin boxes. Place 
a label on the outside of what each holds. It will be much easier to find things 
this way and it frees up a lot of space.  

 To store hand towels and washcloths in a small line n closet, fold towels and 
washcloths in half (the long way) and roll up. Plac e them in a shallow basket 
(wicker or plastic), or even in a plastic shoe box without the lid.  

 To store your seeds (flowers, vegetables, etc.) in an airtight container (such 
as a mason jar or Tupperware container) to keep the m fresh for next years 
planting. Place a small tulle (needs to be breathab le) bag/sachet filled with 
powdered milk in the container.  
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 To store all your nails and screws and other small items AND to save shelf space 
- screw the lids of glass jars on the underside of a shelf. Then screw the 
bottle onto the lid and your items are easily seen and recognized - and off the 
tables and floors.  

 To store extension cords, phone cords, etc. you can  use a cable tie after 
winding them up. You can also use empty paper towel  or toilet paper rolls or 
wrapping paper tubes to wind and store in the roll.  This also helps to keep them 
from unwinding.  

 To store celery and lettuce, clean and wrap back up  in aluminum foil. It will 
last longer this way.  

 If you have blankets or pillows or other items that  just sit around taking up 
room, and you don't use them very often, start usin g trunks and suitcases to 
store them. If you don't have any, you can buy stor age boxes at stores, such as 
Wal-Mart®, that are printed cardboard boxes. They a re a good size to store 
larger objects, or a bunch of small ones. Remember to label the outside of the 
box so you know what's in them - and avoid having t o dig through a bunch of 
boxes trying to find something.  

 Not into jewelry boxes? Store your jewelry in vellu m envelopes (card size) and 
store in a plastic shoe box or a photo storage box (the size of a shoe box).  

 Make a stool out of an old suitcase. Just attach le gs to the bottom. This also 
makes for extra storage space.  
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